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GARDEN HOUSE FOR SAMUEL BERAN  
1919–1920 

DROBNÉHO 1820/28C

After returning to Brno from his studies 
in Vienna, Wiesner was commissioned to 
build a wooden summer house for factory 
owner and head of the Brno Jewish com-
munity Samuel Beran and his wife Hermine. 
The building stands in the garden of their 
villa on Drobného Street, and its historic 
exterior comes from the use of tradition-
al wood building techniques. In contrast, 

Wiesner planned the interior layout to suit 
modern requirements. The ground floor 
has a sitting hall with a fireplace, seating, 
a music corner, and access to the cellar 
and the upper floor where the family and 
staff lived. The bedrooms lead to a wood-
en gallery wrapping the building on three 
sides and is protected by an overhang-
ing shingle tent roof. The building is still 
preserved in its original state except for 
minor changes to the interior and is owned 
by the Institute of Geonics of the Czech 
Academy of Sciences.

MORAVIAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
TODAY THE REGIONAL PUBLIC 

PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE IN BRNO  
1921–1922 

MOZARTOVA 18/3

During 1921–1925, the vacant area left by 
the former Jesuit monastery centre was 
developed based on plans by Wiesner. A pair 
of buildings arose between Mozartova and 
Beethovenova streets to close the unfin-
ished block and sensitively respond to the 
neighbouring church and palace of justice. 

The symmetrical facade of the four-storey 
building with a central portal is laid out tra-
ditionally with a tall stone base, a body with 
grids of windows, and a distinct crowning 
cornice emphasized by a balustrade that 
forms the railing for a unique roof garden. 
The standardly laid-out interior comprises 
three wings with a wide central corridor and 
offices. An emphasis on high-quality and 
visually interesting materials complements 
the historic Doric pilasters in the entrance 
lobby. Today, the building houses the Re-
gional Public Prosecutor’s Office.

MÜNZ VILLA 
1924–1926 

HROZNOVÁ 86/19

This villa for E. Münz is the first in a row 
of houses on this Pisárky hillside that 
Wieser designed for wealthy Jewish cli-
ents. It was here that he began splitting 
houses into two wings with separate 
functions. The building with an L-shaped 
ground plan sits in a garden sloping to 
the south. The building’s form is reduced 
into a set of three simple blocks mapping 

the hill’s topography. The courtyard by 
the entrance is bounded by operational 
facilities and the utility wing, while the 
sitting rooms face the garden. The base-
ment housed rooms for staff, the ground 
and first floors space for the family, and 
the top floor guest rooms and a large roof 
terrace. E.Münz died in 1940, his wife was 
deported to Auschwitz, and the villa was 
taken over by the Nazi Emigration Fund for 
Bohemia and Moravia. After the war, the 
villa was nationalized. The current owner 
had it renovated in 2014.

GUTMANN VILLA 
1919–1922 

ÚDOLNÍ 375/58

This house for the industrialist W. Gutmann 
was the first of Wiesner’s large commis-
sions after his studies. On the corner of 
Údolní and Bratří Čapků streets, the first 
Purist building in Brno arose. The build-
ing facades are divided only by the ce-
ramic chambranles of the windows and 
entrance. The fact that the symmetrical 
entrance facade is turned towards the 

corner completes the connection between 
the two streets and lets light from the 
south into the main sitting rooms. The fam-
ily’s flats were divided by a central corridor 
into three wings. To the north were utili-
ty rooms and a staircase with one of the 
first continuous staircase windows in Brno. 
W. Gutmann sold the building to F. Redlich, 
but it was taken from him during the occu-
pation and then nationalized in 1946. The 
building was transferred to the Housing 
Authority in 1953 and today comprises 
privately owned flats.

CZECH UNION BANK, 
TODAY CZECH RADIO BRNO  

1921–1925 
BEETHOVENOVA 25/4

The second building to be built in the 
vacant area left after the former Jesuit 
monastery on Beethovenova Street was 
the Czech Union Bank. The vertical form 
of the street-facing facade emphasized 
by a continuous staircase window is an 
equal partner to the massive tower of the 
neighbouring Jesuit church, to which it is 

visually connected by the distinct two-sto-
rey travertine base. The facade’s symme-
try created by the deep jambs of the main 
entry and a line of triple windows is broken 
by the tiered top storey, which originally 
had a roof garden. The use of a reinforced 
concrete frame enabled a rather variable 
layout. The ground floor had an elegant 
hall with marble counters, the basement 
housed archives and safes, and the upper 
storeys contained offices. Since 1950, the 
building has been for Czech Radio Brno, 
which significantly modified the interior.

STEIN VILLA  
1925–1926 

BARVIČOVA 23/25

A more traditional representation of 
Wiesner’s work can be seen in this 
modestly conceived villa from 1925, built 
for L. Stein. This building, with a distinc-
tive roof shaped like the keel of a ship, 
sits on land sloping to the south, and its 
operational facilities face the street. The 
facade facing the street has two storeys 
and the main entry lined with travertine 

sits in an avant-corps. The entry leads to 
space originally planned as sitting rooms. 
From there, a spiral staircase leads to the 
first floor with bedrooms. The garden has 
an entrance to a basement with technical 
equipment, a cellar, and a garage. At the 
start of WWII, the Steins emigrated to es-
cape the Nazi threat. The house was con-
fiscated and in 1943 sold to K. Schwabe, 
vice president of the Moravian-Silesian 
Land and director of the police. In 1945, 
the villa was nationalized. Today, it houses 
flats and offices.
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space originally planned as sitting rooms. 
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an entrance to a basement with technical 
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was the first of Wiesner’s large commis-
sions after his studies. On the corner of 
Údolní and Bratří Čapků streets, the first 
Purist building in Brno arose. The build-
ing facades are divided only by the ce-
ramic chambranles of the windows and 
entrance. The fact that the symmetrical 
entrance facade is turned towards the 

corner completes the connection between 
the two streets and lets light from the 
south into the main sitting rooms. The fam-
ily’s flats were divided by a central corridor 
into three wings. To the north were utili-
ty rooms and a staircase with one of the 
first continuous staircase windows in Brno. 
W. Gutmann sold the building to F. Redlich, 
but it was taken from him during the occu-
pation and then nationalized in 1946. The 
building was transferred to the Housing 
Authority in 1953 and today comprises 
privately owned flats.

CZECH UNION BANK, 
TODAY CZECH RADIO BRNO  

1921–1925 
BEETHOVENOVA 25/4

The second building to be built in the 
vacant area left after the former Jesuit 
monastery on Beethovenova Street was 
the Czech Union Bank. The vertical form 
of the street-facing facade emphasized 
by a continuous staircase window is an 
equal partner to the massive tower of the 
neighbouring Jesuit church, to which it is 

visually connected by the distinct two-sto-
rey travertine base. The facade’s symme-
try created by the deep jambs of the main 
entry and a line of triple windows is broken 
by the tiered top storey, which originally 
had a roof garden. The use of a reinforced 
concrete frame enabled a rather variable 
layout. The ground floor had an elegant 
hall with marble counters, the basement 
housed archives and safes, and the upper 
storeys contained offices. Since 1950, the 
building has been for Czech Radio Brno, 
which significantly modified the interior.

STEIN VILLA  
1925–1926 

BARVIČOVA 23/25

A more traditional representation of 
Wiesner’s work can be seen in this 
modestly conceived villa from 1925, built 
for L. Stein. This building, with a distinc-
tive roof shaped like the keel of a ship, 
sits on land sloping to the south, and its 
operational facilities face the street. The 
facade facing the street has two storeys 
and the main entry lined with travertine 

sits in an avant-corps. The entry leads to 
space originally planned as sitting rooms. 
From there, a spiral staircase leads to the 
first floor with bedrooms. The garden has 
an entrance to a basement with technical 
equipment, a cellar, and a garage. At the 
start of WWII, the Steins emigrated to es-
cape the Nazi threat. The house was con-
fiscated and in 1943 sold to K. Schwabe, 
vice president of the Moravian-Silesian 
Land and director of the police. In 1945, 
the villa was nationalized. Today, it houses 
flats and offices.
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CAFÉ ESPLANADE 
1925–1927 

ROOSEVELTOVA

One of the grandest Brno cafes was de-
signed by Wiesner for A. Strompf. It oc-
cupies the basement, ground floor, and 
first floor of a corner building, and Wiesner 
added a two-storey hall with a glass roof to 
the courtyard. The hall’s outward rectan-
gular form amazed visitors with an elliptical 
interior layout with cylindrical niches and 
loggia. The space, amplified by an oval 

gallery intersecting the elliptical hall, was 
lit by a cupola skylight. The two above-
ground storeys were visually connected 
in the facade facing the street by a glass 
curtain wall with internal steel pillars, 
which made it possible to have an exten-
sive glass wall. The cafe facilities included 
an open kitchen supplied with sweets from 
the basement via dumb waiters. The entire 
block of buildings was damaged in the 
bombardment of Brno in 1944 and then 
completely destroyed during the construc-
tion of the Janáček Theatre in the 1960s.

HAAS VILLA  
1928–30 

LIPOVÁ 248/43

On Lipová Street in Pisárky, a villa was 
built for G. Haas, general director of the 
Anglo-Czechoslovak Bank. The build-
ing’s form is organized around an entrance 
courtyard bordered by utility wings and the 
main residential area. Numerous terraces 
with elegant railings create the nautical 
appearance of this building special for its 
travertine window chambranles and facade 

originally with seven shades of blue. Of the 
original sitting and dining room furnish-
ings only the fireplace has been preserved. 
Neither the ceiling with decorative beams 
nor the geometric parquet flooring remain. 
The utility areas were furnished with the 
most modern technical equipment. In 1939, 
the Haas family had to abandon the house. 
It was nationalized in 1948, transferred to 
state ownership in 1955, and later fell under 
the administration of the local committee. 
The building was divided into several flats, 
which are now privately owned.

NEUMARK VILLA  
1928–29 

VINAŘSKÁ 240/38

In addition to renovations of his factory 
on Přízova Street, the textile industrialist 
and British Honorary Consul W. V. Neumark 
commissioned Wiesner to build a villa on 
Vinařská Street. The building’s formal sim-
plicity is enlivened by the use of the col-
our of brick for the facade, accented by 
white paint on the windows, chambranles, 
bars, and railings. The main entry sits in 

the middle of the residential wing, which 
as usual had sitting and dining rooms on 
the ground floor and private rooms for the 
family on the first floor. The second floor 
had bedrooms and a large roof terrace. The 
interior still has some original technical de-
tails, such as the kitchen lift, boiler for cen-
tral heating, bathroom furnishings, built-in 
wardrobe, parquet flooring, wood panelling, 
and sliding windows. The house belonged 
to the Neumark family until 1980, when it 
was transferred to state ownership. Today, 
the villa houses three privately owned flats.

APARTMENT BUILDING FOR FREUNDSCHAFT 
BUILDING SOCIETY 

1930–1931 
RYBÁŘSKÁ 575/10

Wiesner designed this building on Rybářská 
Street with small flats connected by galler-
ies for the Freundschaft building society. 
It is his only contribution to the topic of 
minimalist flats and social housing. The 
corner building, connected to traditional 
Brno buildings with galleries, is designed 
with Wiesner’s customary practicality, 

rationalism and elegance. Entries to the 
flats and the windows to the bathrooms, 
which each unit had, were the only things 
facing the galleries. To save money, two-
room flats had open kitchens, which are 
common today. The most interesting 
aspect is the galleries themselves. Their 
elegantly curved horizontal lines are in-
tersected at the corner of the building by 
the cylindrical form of an impressive spiral 
staircase. It is notable that to generate 
maximum savings the seven-storey build-
ing was not originally equipped with a lift.

SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSES 
IN THE NEW HOUSE ESTATE  

1928–1929 
BRÁFOVA 1006, 1007/109, 111

Wiesner’s semi-detached house in the 
experimental New House estate arose 
from the principle of terrace houses. The 
two slightly shifted and mirrored housing 
units create an original solution with en-
tries on opposite sides. The nook formed 
by the shifted cubes defines the space 
for the entrance terrace with exterior 

stairs. The main entry on the first floor 
leads to a hall, the sitting room, and the 
kitchen, while the second floor has three 
bedrooms and a bathroom. The ground 
floor has technical equipment, storerooms, 
and cellars. Wiesner managed to create 
pleasant living spaces within a limited 
scale. This is evidenced by the fact that 
his units were among the first to be sold 
and remain preserved to this day without 
any major structural changes.

SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSE OF HERMINA WEIGL  
1934 

KALVODOVA 102/2

The last of Wiesner’s villas on the Pisárecky 
hillside was built for Hermina Weigl. Its hori-
zontal layout was set to a considerable 
extent by the heart troubles of its owner, 
who wanted to limit the number of stairs 
in the house. The living areas are there-
fore situated on a single floor. The building 
has two wings with an L-shaped ground 
plan. The basement partially embedded 

in the ground housed the caretaker’s flat 
and a garage. The ground floor spaces 
of the entrance hall, utility rooms, and 
maid’s room faced the north courtyard. 
The sitting and dinning areas with a par-
allel terrace face the sunny southern side, 
while the bedrooms are in the south-east-
ern wing. Due to her Jewish heritage, the 
villa was confiscated from Hermina Weigl 
during the occupation. In 1946, the build-
ing was nationalized. In the 1950s, it was 
purchased by two owners, the heirs of 
which sold it to the current owners.

VILLA STIASSNI/GOVERNMENT VILLA  
1927–1929 

HROZNOVÁ 82/14

This villa was designed by Wiesner for the 
textile factory owner A. Stiassni. Its tiered 
shape, connecting a progressive architec-
tural concept with bourgeoise tradition, 
is formed of two blocks on an L-shaped 
ground plan sitting in a sloping garden. 
The core of the residential wing is a gallery 
with a staircase leading to the family bed-
rooms, with sitting rooms accessible on 

the ground floor. The operational facilities 
face the courtyard, while a sitting room 
leads to the garden with a connected ter-
race. The villa was confiscated in 1939 and 
came under national administration after 
the war. From 1952, the Regional National 
Committee used it for ceremonies. After 
1989, the villa was given over to Fair Travel 
Brno. The house is now managed by the 
National Heritage Institute, is accessible 
following renovations in 2014, and hous-
es the Methodological Centre for Modern 
Architecture.

MORAVIAN BANK, 
TODAY KOMERČNÍ BANKA  

1928–1930 
NÁMĚSTÍ SVOBODY 92/21

In 1928, Moravian Bank initiated the pro-
cess for a new building that still signifi-
cantly shapes Freedom Square. The win-
ning design was by E. Wiesner and B. Fuchs. 
The building is unique in particular for how 
its sides were made – both facades (to the 
square and to Veselá Street) have curtain 
walls hung from roof panels, pulling the 

reinforced concrete frame into the interior. 
The result is an airy facade broken only by 
the vertical suspension system and hori-
zontal windows with white lacquered-glass 
window sills. The first floor has a hall with 
counters and a glass-brick ceiling. The 
entrance hall with a staircase and the inte-
rior reinforced concrete pillars are covered 
in white marble. The original bank coun-
ters and most of the furnishings have not 
survived. The bank building remains an 
important part of the public space due 
to its arcade with shops and restaurants.

STIASSNI AND NEUMARK TEXTILE 
FACTORIES  
PŘÍZOVA 

During the First Republic, Přízova and 
Dornych streets were the site of textile 
factories owned by the Jewish industri-
alists Stiassni and Neumark. At Přízova 3, 
A. Stiassni owned with his brother a wool-
len goods factory where Wiesner from the 
end of the 1920s apparently made minor 
modifications and completed several fac-
tory buildings. After Stiassni’s property 

was confiscated, the German factory own-
er J. Kunert bought the factory in 1941. 
The modifications to the administrative 
building interiors he ordered from E. Škarda 
were apparently never carried out. The 
factories were nationalized after WWII and 
later incorporated into the Vlněna national 
enterprise. Today, the complex is owned by 
a developer, which in 2016 began demol-
ishing the buildings (except the adminis-
trative building at Přízova 1 from 1867 by 
J. Arnold) and constructing new office and 
residential space in their place.

MORAVA PALACE  
1926–1933 

DIVADELNÍ 603/1, 3, BENEŠOVA 603/4

On the site of what is now Morava Palace, 
there originally stood the Doret Court-
yard with an attached music hall. In 1926, 
H. Stiassni bought it with the aim of build-
ing a shopping centre and apartment build-
ing based on a design by Wiesner. In 1928, 
she sold the building to the Moravian Life 
Insurance Company. The grid of its rein-
forced concrete frame supplemented by 

bare brick follows the curve of Benešova 
Street and turns into Divadelní Street, 
which allows light from the south to reach 
the upper flats. The two-storey glass base 
contained shops on the ground floor, offic-
es and a cafe on the first floor, and a music 
hall and cinema in the basement. In 1935, 
the Moravian Life Insurance Company de-
cided to convert the neighbouring Doret 
Courtyard. Based on Wiesner’s designs, 
the two buildings were unified.

CREMATORIUM  
1925–1930  

JIHLAVSKÁ 756/1

In 1925, the Brno City Municipality invited 
architects A. Blažek, V. Škára, P. Janák, and 
E. Wiesner to design a new crematorium at 
the Central Cemetery in Brno. The jury liked 
Wiesner’s alternative plan to place the 
building above the cemetery by Jihlavská 
Street. According to Wiesner, construc-
tion of a modern crematorium should 
not be about only fulfilling functional 

requirements and using innovative tech-
nical means. The roof like a crown with 
thin pointed pillars, the tongue of tiered 
stairs, and the placement of the build-
ing on a monumental platform ensure it is 
also an emotional experience. The main 
ceremonial hall is lit by windows to the 
heavens and dominated by a black marble 
catafalque. After the ceremony ends, the 
catafalque embarks with the coffin on its 
last journey through a massive gate to 
the cremator, which can be inferred to lie 
behind three large barred windows.

SUBMITTED DESIGN FOR BRNO 
ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING  

1932 
HUSOVA

At the start of the 1930s, city represent-
atives decided to expand available office 
space. In 1932, a call for designs went 
out for an administrative building at what 
is now the Hotel International. The jury 
entrusted the project to Babánek, Fuchs, 
Wiesner, and Kumpošt. The design pro-
cess was marked by disputes between the 

architects and the city representatives, 
who kept changing their requirements. 
The designs depict a six-storey building 
with a taller nine-storey avant-corps and 
a ground floor on pillars with no walls. The 
building expresses Le Corbusier’s early 
brutalism, as seen in the abundant work 
with mass, and modernist open plans. The 
designed building was not finished before 
WWII. After the war, the architects’ paths 
diverged and the city’s ambitions for com-
pleting the building died down.
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GARDEN HOUSE FOR SAMUEL BERAN  
1919–1920 

DROBNÉHO 1820/28C

After returning to Brno from his studies 
in Vienna, Wiesner was commissioned to 
build a wooden summer house for factory 
owner and head of the Brno Jewish com-
munity Samuel Beran and his wife Hermine. 
The building stands in the garden of their 
villa on Drobného Street, and its historic 
exterior comes from the use of tradition-
al wood building techniques. In contrast, 

Wiesner planned the interior layout to suit 
modern requirements. The ground floor 
has a sitting hall with a fireplace, seating, 
a music corner, and access to the cellar 
and the upper floor where the family and 
staff lived. The bedrooms lead to a wood-
en gallery wrapping the building on three 
sides and is protected by an overhang-
ing shingle tent roof. The building is still 
preserved in its original state except for 
minor changes to the interior and is owned 
by the Institute of Geonics of the Czech 
Academy of Sciences.

MORAVIAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
TODAY THE REGIONAL PUBLIC 

PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE IN BRNO  
1921–1922 

MOZARTOVA 18/3

During 1921–1925, the vacant area left by 
the former Jesuit monastery centre was 
developed based on plans by Wiesner. A pair 
of buildings arose between Mozartova and 
Beethovenova streets to close the unfin-
ished block and sensitively respond to the 
neighbouring church and palace of justice. 

The symmetrical facade of the four-storey 
building with a central portal is laid out tra-
ditionally with a tall stone base, a body with 
grids of windows, and a distinct crowning 
cornice emphasized by a balustrade that 
forms the railing for a unique roof garden. 
The standardly laid-out interior comprises 
three wings with a wide central corridor and 
offices. An emphasis on high-quality and 
visually interesting materials complements 
the historic Doric pilasters in the entrance 
lobby. Today, the building houses the Re-
gional Public Prosecutor’s Office.

MÜNZ VILLA 
1924–1926 

HROZNOVÁ 86/19

This villa for E. Münz is the first in a row 
of houses on this Pisárky hillside that 
Wieser designed for wealthy Jewish cli-
ents. It was here that he began splitting 
houses into two wings with separate 
functions. The building with an L-shaped 
ground plan sits in a garden sloping to 
the south. The building’s form is reduced 
into a set of three simple blocks mapping 

the hill’s topography. The courtyard by 
the entrance is bounded by operational 
facilities and the utility wing, while the 
sitting rooms face the garden. The base-
ment housed rooms for staff, the ground 
and first floors space for the family, and 
the top floor guest rooms and a large roof 
terrace. E.Münz died in 1940, his wife was 
deported to Auschwitz, and the villa was 
taken over by the Nazi Emigration Fund for 
Bohemia and Moravia. After the war, the 
villa was nationalized. The current owner 
had it renovated in 2014.

GUTMANN VILLA 
1919–1922 

ÚDOLNÍ 375/58

This house for the industrialist W. Gutmann 
was the first of Wiesner’s large commis-
sions after his studies. On the corner of 
Údolní and Bratří Čapků streets, the first 
Purist building in Brno arose. The build-
ing facades are divided only by the ce-
ramic chambranles of the windows and 
entrance. The fact that the symmetrical 
entrance facade is turned towards the 

corner completes the connection between 
the two streets and lets light from the 
south into the main sitting rooms. The fam-
ily’s flats were divided by a central corridor 
into three wings. To the north were utili-
ty rooms and a staircase with one of the 
first continuous staircase windows in Brno. 
W. Gutmann sold the building to F. Redlich, 
but it was taken from him during the occu-
pation and then nationalized in 1946. The 
building was transferred to the Housing 
Authority in 1953 and today comprises 
privately owned flats.

CZECH UNION BANK, 
TODAY CZECH RADIO BRNO  

1921–1925 
BEETHOVENOVA 25/4

The second building to be built in the 
vacant area left after the former Jesuit 
monastery on Beethovenova Street was 
the Czech Union Bank. The vertical form 
of the street-facing facade emphasized 
by a continuous staircase window is an 
equal partner to the massive tower of the 
neighbouring Jesuit church, to which it is 

visually connected by the distinct two-sto-
rey travertine base. The facade’s symme-
try created by the deep jambs of the main 
entry and a line of triple windows is broken 
by the tiered top storey, which originally 
had a roof garden. The use of a reinforced 
concrete frame enabled a rather variable 
layout. The ground floor had an elegant 
hall with marble counters, the basement 
housed archives and safes, and the upper 
storeys contained offices. Since 1950, the 
building has been for Czech Radio Brno, 
which significantly modified the interior.

STEIN VILLA  
1925–1926 

BARVIČOVA 23/25

A more traditional representation of 
Wiesner’s work can be seen in this 
modestly conceived villa from 1925, built 
for L. Stein. This building, with a distinc-
tive roof shaped like the keel of a ship, 
sits on land sloping to the south, and its 
operational facilities face the street. The 
facade facing the street has two storeys 
and the main entry lined with travertine 

sits in an avant-corps. The entry leads to 
space originally planned as sitting rooms. 
From there, a spiral staircase leads to the 
first floor with bedrooms. The garden has 
an entrance to a basement with technical 
equipment, a cellar, and a garage. At the 
start of WWII, the Steins emigrated to es-
cape the Nazi threat. The house was con-
fiscated and in 1943 sold to K. Schwabe, 
vice president of the Moravian-Silesian 
Land and director of the police. In 1945, 
the villa was nationalized. Today, it houses 
flats and offices.
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