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SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSES 
BARVIČOVA 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14/4–14

During the first half of the 1920s, the 
Brno building authority tried to address 
the burning issue of the housing crisis 
after World War I. In 1923, Bohuslav Fuchs 
contributed to a resolution with plans for 
a row of six single-family houses. This 
design enabled savings on construction 
costs and also upkeep costs as the hous-
es being next to one another increased 
their thermal insulation. The interior of the 

two-storey buildings was designed very 
rationally so that they had three sitting 
rooms. Although these houses were de-
signed with an emphasis on minimalizing 
costs for the most efficient use, their 
architect did not forget their aesthetic 
impact. This can be seen primarily in the 
two-colour reliefs of the facades, on which 
an empty space above the entryway was 
accented by both the relief and the colour. 
Later renovations, however, mean that this 
two-colour facade and the unity of the 
whole are a thing of the past.

AVION HOTEL WITH CAFE 
ČESKÁ 150/20

This eight-storey hotel, built in place of 
an older one during 1925–1929 by res-
taurant owner Miroslav Kostelecký, and 
based on designs by Bohuslav Fuchs, 
became a world-renowned symbol of the 
Czechoslovak avant-garde. The architect 
handled the extremely narrow plot using 
a reinforced concrete frame, which en-
abled a glass facade facing the street 
and remarkable effects in the interiors, 

especially in the cafe. The cafe taking up 
the first and second storeys and segment-
ed by galleries was connected by a curved 
staircase. The hotel’s upper storeys with 
strip windows held 50 rooms. At the very 
top was the owner’s flat with a terrace. 
Neither the hotel’s monument status from 
1958 nor Fuchs’ plans for renovations pre-
vented the gradual deterioration of the 
original interior. The hotel has been a na-
tional cultural monument since 2010 and 
renovations began in 2016. 

CITY OF BRNO PAVILION 
AND ELECTRIC TRAM STATION  

VÝSTAVIŠTĚ 405/1

In 1923, Fuchs entered a competition for an 
urban architectural design for the new Brno 
exhibition grounds. While his design ended 
in third place, the architect still, as part of 
the Exhibition of Contemporary Culture in 
Czechoslovakia 1928 on the 10th anniver-
sary of the founding of Czechoslovakia, 
oversaw the City of Brno Pavilion, including 
its exhibition (together with E. Hrbek). This 

simple block with a reinforced concrete 
frame and brick exterior was originally 
lightened on the east side by a ground floor 
with pillars and no walls. When there were 
many visitors, the rear exit with a subtle 
spiral staircase on the facade was used. 
A monumental staircase leads visitors into 
the entrance hall lit by a glass wall reaching 
to the top of the facade. The red ceramic 
cladding is complemented by a ceramic 
sculpture by J. Kubíček near the main 
entrance. This pavilion is today used for 
various purposes. 

ZEMAN CAFE 
JEZUITSKÁ 687/6

In 1925, Josef Zeman asked Bohuslav 
Fuchs to design a cafe for the park near 
where Janáček Theatre now stands. Fuchs 
proposed the first thoroughly functiona-
list building in Brno. The building is for-
med by the block of the main cafe and 
the attached cubic space of the entry, 
a lounge, and operational facilities. Large 
glass windows in green frames could be 
drawn into the basement to connect the 

interior with the surrounding park. The 
Pavillon Cafe opened in 1926. After its na-
tionalization, it was adapted into a nursery 
school and then demolished in the 1960s 
to build the Janáček Theatre. On 16 No-
vember 1996, the young architects Z. Pech 
and J. Janíková organized the event “Se-
cond Demarcation of Zeman Cafe”. In 1996, 
this artistic expression developed into the 
idea of creating a replica of this significant 
building based on the original designs and 
preserved photos. Today, the interior has 
been altered improperly.

CENTRAL CEMETERY CEREMONIAL HALL 
VÍDEŇSKÁ 307/96

At the end of the 19th century, the rap-
idly growing city of Brno decided to build 
a new central cemetery based on the Vien-
nese model. The first ceremonial building 
was erected in 1926, based on designs 
by Bohuslav Fuchs and Josef Polášek. 
The funereal hall was formed as a simple, 
slightly elevated cube with four avant-
corps, three of which contained marble 
catafalques and the fourth of which had 

entries along the sides with a tribune for 
musicians above them. The hall interior is 
divided by pairs of columns in the corners 
with brick-shaped glass in between that 
brings scenic light into the space. The 
horizontal counterpart to the hall is the 
rear service wing with a morgue connect-
ed to the main building. The alternating 
smooth plaster and bare brick of the exte-
rior emphasizes the segmentation of indi-
vidual cubic sections. Their layout alludes 
to Unity Temple by Frank Lloyd Wright in 
Oak Park (Illinois).

THREE-UNIT TERRACED HOUSE 
IN THE NEW HOUSE ESTATE  
 PETŘVALDSKÁ 1010, 1009, 

1008/6, 8, 10

The New House estate, a project of the 
Brno builders Ruller and Uherka, was in-
spired by the Weissenhof Estate in Stutt-
gart. It was designed by world-renowned
architects, based on a development plan
from Mies van der Rohe as a model estate 
for modern single-family houses accessi-
ble to a broad section of the public. The 

concept behind the estate in Brno was 
created in 1928 by Fuchs together with J. 
Grunt. Within the estate, 16 single-family 
houses were designed by leading Czecho-
slovak architects. Fuchs himself designed 
a three-unit terraced house on the cor-
ner of Petřvaldská and Bráfova streets 
as a long block divided into three iden-
tically large three-storey housing units. 
The ground floors held service and stor-
age spaces, the laundry, and a room for 
a maid. The first house also had a garage 
and a study.
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an empty space above the entryway was 
accented by both the relief and the colour. 
Later renovations, however, mean that this 
two-colour facade and the unity of the 
whole are a thing of the past.

AVION HOTEL WITH CAFE 
ČESKÁ 150/20

This eight-storey hotel, built in place of 
an older one during 1925–1929 by res-
taurant owner Miroslav Kostelecký, and 
based on designs by Bohuslav Fuchs, 
became a world-renowned symbol of the 
Czechoslovak avant-garde. The architect 
handled the extremely narrow plot using 
a reinforced concrete frame, which en-
abled a glass facade facing the street 
and remarkable effects in the interiors, 

especially in the cafe. The cafe taking up 
the first and second storeys and segment-
ed by galleries was connected by a curved 
staircase. The hotel’s upper storeys with 
strip windows held 50 rooms. At the very 
top was the owner’s flat with a terrace. 
Neither the hotel’s monument status from 
1958 nor Fuchs’ plans for renovations pre-
vented the gradual deterioration of the 
original interior. The hotel has been a na-
tional cultural monument since 2010 and 
renovations began in 2016. 

CITY OF BRNO PAVILION 
AND ELECTRIC TRAM STATION  

VÝSTAVIŠTĚ 405/1

In 1923, Fuchs entered a competition for an 
urban architectural design for the new Brno 
exhibition grounds. While his design ended 
in third place, the architect still, as part of 
the Exhibition of Contemporary Culture in 
Czechoslovakia 1928 on the 10th anniver-
sary of the founding of Czechoslovakia, 
oversaw the City of Brno Pavilion, including 
its exhibition (together with E. Hrbek). This 

simple block with a reinforced concrete 
frame and brick exterior was originally 
lightened on the east side by a ground floor 
with pillars and no walls. When there were 
many visitors, the rear exit with a subtle 
spiral staircase on the facade was used. 
A monumental staircase leads visitors into 
the entrance hall lit by a glass wall reaching 
to the top of the facade. The red ceramic 
cladding is complemented by a ceramic 
sculpture by J. Kubíček near the main 
entrance. This pavilion is today used for 
various purposes. 

ZEMAN CAFE 
JEZUITSKÁ 687/6

In 1925, Josef Zeman asked Bohuslav 
Fuchs to design a cafe for the park near 
where Janáček Theatre now stands. Fuchs 
proposed the first thoroughly functiona-
list building in Brno. The building is for-
med by the block of the main cafe and 
the attached cubic space of the entry, 
a lounge, and operational facilities. Large 
glass windows in green frames could be 
drawn into the basement to connect the 

interior with the surrounding park. The 
Pavillon Cafe opened in 1926. After its na-
tionalization, it was adapted into a nursery 
school and then demolished in the 1960s 
to build the Janáček Theatre. On 16 No-
vember 1996, the young architects Z. Pech 
and J. Janíková organized the event “Se-
cond Demarcation of Zeman Cafe”. In 1996, 
this artistic expression developed into the 
idea of creating a replica of this significant 
building based on the original designs and 
preserved photos. Today, the interior has 
been altered improperly.

CENTRAL CEMETERY CEREMONIAL HALL 
VÍDEŇSKÁ 307/96

At the end of the 19th century, the rap-
idly growing city of Brno decided to build 
a new central cemetery based on the Vien-
nese model. The first ceremonial building 
was erected in 1926, based on designs 
by Bohuslav Fuchs and Josef Polášek. 
The funereal hall was formed as a simple, 
slightly elevated cube with four avant-
corps, three of which contained marble 
catafalques and the fourth of which had 

entries along the sides with a tribune for 
musicians above them. The hall interior is 
divided by pairs of columns in the corners 
with brick-shaped glass in between that 
brings scenic light into the space. The 
horizontal counterpart to the hall is the 
rear service wing with a morgue connect-
ed to the main building. The alternating 
smooth plaster and bare brick of the exte-
rior emphasizes the segmentation of indi-
vidual cubic sections. Their layout alludes 
to Unity Temple by Frank Lloyd Wright in 
Oak Park (Illinois).

THREE-UNIT TERRACED HOUSE 
IN THE NEW HOUSE ESTATE  
 PETŘVALDSKÁ 1010, 1009, 

1008/6, 8, 10

The New House estate, a project of the 
Brno builders Ruller and Uherka, was in-
spired by the Weissenhof Estate in Stutt-
gart. It was designed by world-renowned
architects, based on a development plan
from Mies van der Rohe as a model estate 
for modern single-family houses accessi-
ble to a broad section of the public. The 

concept behind the estate in Brno was 
created in 1928 by Fuchs together with J. 
Grunt. Within the estate, 16 single-family 
houses were designed by leading Czecho-
slovak architects. Fuchs himself designed 
a three-unit terraced house on the cor-
ner of Petřvaldská and Bráfova streets 
as a long block divided into three iden-
tically large three-storey housing units. 
The ground floors held service and stor-
age spaces, the laundry, and a room for 
a maid. The first house also had a garage 
and a study.
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HOUSE OF BOHUSLAV FUCHS 
HVĚZDÁRENSKÁ 860/2

Bohuslav Fuchs based his plans for his 
house from 1927–1928 on a variable ground 
plan with horizontal and vertical views into 
the space and an emphasis on the principle 
of height, clearly influenced by the work of 
Le Corbusier and Adolf Loos. The interior in-
cludes an extremely impressive sitting hall 
with a gallery open on two storeys. Light 
enters through glass doors on the balcony 
and glass brick walls. Fuchs focused on 

a house with modern furnishings, including 
a Frankfurt kitchen equipped with a side-
board open on both sides, enabling food 
to be served from the kitchen directly to 
the dining room. In 1929, Fuchs left the 
main city architect’s office and founded 
his own studio. The space he designed for 
this in his home was no longer sufficient-
ly large, and so he connected the villa to 
the neighbouring house, where he created 
a large design office. 

MORAVIAN BANK 
NÁMĚSTÍ SVOBODY 92/21

In 1928, the Moravian Bank announced 
a competition for its new building on the 
Brno's main square. The jury entrusted the 
final design to Ernst Wiesner and Bohuslav 
Fuchs. The building is unique in terms of 
its construction – its reinforced concrete 
frame is pulled into the interior and both 
street-facing facades have curtain walls 
hung from roof panels. The result is an 
airy facade divided by the vertical steel 

suspension system and horizontal win-
dows with window sills of opaque glass. 
The entrance hall with a staircase and the 
interior pillars are covered in white marble. 
The first floor has a central hall with coun-
ters and a glass-brick ceiling. The upper 
floors were reserved for offices, of which 
the director’s still partially has its original 
furnishings. The top two floors had spa-
cious apartments with terraces. Today, this 
building with landmark status has become 
an important part of public life thanks to its 
shopping arcade known as Beta.

TESAŘ VILLA  
HROZNOVÁ 85/18

This villa for the director of Živnostenská 
banka, Augustin Tesař was built during 
1937–1938. The free-standing villa with 
two separate units is proof of architectural 
attempts at lyricizing academic function-
alism. From the early 1930s, Fuchs’s build-
ings gained curves and nautical elements 
based on the industrial aesthetic of ships. 
This villa is reminiscent of a ship in its 
round terraces held up by thin columns. 

The monolithic mass of the house is bro-
ken only by the pointed bay window in 
the east facade, which forms the angled 
cube of sitting rooms. The main entrance 
sits to the west and is connected inside to 
a right-angled staircase. Each storey has 
one flat with a central hall, from which led 
the main sitting room, the kitchen with 
a room for a maid, and a bedroom with an 
attached bathroom. A unique feature is 
the colouring of the facade, which high-
lights its plastic element. It was restored in 
2011 (by the Tišnovka architecture studio).

ALFA PALACE 
POŠTOVSKÁ 657, 450, 455, 454/4, 

6, 8, 10

The multifunctional Alfa Palace was built 
in the location of baroque noble houses 
that Brno builder František Hrdina bought 
in 1930. To design a magnificently con-
ceived apartment building with a shopping 
arcade and cinema, he turned to Bohuslav 
Fuchs, whose plans were then adjusted 
by Hrdina’s technical office. Construction 
took place in several phases until 1937. The 

nine-storey palace is connected to build-
ings facing Freedom Square through its ar-
cade. The shopping hall with a gallery and 
skylights connects to the residential wing 
with three courtyards. Eight independent 
staircases with elevators lead from the 
arcade to about 180 flats of various siz-
es. The basement originally held the Alfa 
Cinema, which seated 800, and the Metro 
Hall dance bar. The gallery mezzanine had 
a spacious cafe with a room for billiards 
and chess.

VESNA VOCATIONAL SCHOOL 
FOR WOMEN’S PROFESSIONS  

 LIPOVÁ 232/18, LIPOVÁ 231/16

During 1929–1930, Bohuslav Fuchs, to-
gether with Josef Polášek, designed this 
world-renowned and exceptionally well-pre-
served complex of a girls’ vocational school 
and boarding house on Lipová Street. The 
boarding house, named after the co-found-
er of Brno’s Vesna school, was built based 
on the principles of the so-called Dutch 
system, where the weight is supported by 

shorter transverse walls rather than the 
perimeter wall. This enabled individual units 
to have glass walls and each storey to be 
built in only six days. The school has a re-
inforced concrete frame and was laid out 
progressively, based on new architectur-
al and sanitary standards. The extensive 
glass let in enough light and ventilated the 
classrooms. Another innovation was the 
built-in closets and folding walls between 
pillars, which meant the space could be 
divided at will for new teaching methods. 
The roof was used as a terrace. 

HOUSE OF ARTS RENOVATIONS 
MALINOVSKÉHO NÁMĚSTÍ 652/2

The original building of the German House 
of Artists (Kaiser Franz-Josefs-Jubiläums 
Künstlerhaus) on the Brno ring road was 
based on plans by Viennese architect 
H. C. Ried from 1911. Its form came from 
a competition in 1908, which was entered 
by 68 Austrian architects of German na-
tionality. Ried’s design was chosen by the 
jury, which included the leading architects 
Otto Wagner and Friedrich Ohmann. The 

facade of the symmetric building with an 
oval entry avant-corps was richly deco-
rated with stucco floral motifs. The glass 
roof let in sufficient natural light into the 
upper halls. The building was badly dam-
aged during World War II, and renovations 
were taken up by Bohuslav Fuchs in 1946. 
He focused on cleaning the facade of dec-
orations and replaced the originally round 
entry avant-corps with a cubic shape to 
bring the building closer to the functional-
ist aesthetic. Fuchs’ ideas were continued 
in 2009 renovations led by P. Hrůša.

MASARYK STUDENT BOARDING HOUSE 
CIHLÁŘSKÁ 604/21

The 1927 architecture competition for 
a secondary-school-student house was 
won by Bohuslav Fuchs. Construction be-
gan in 1929. The main asymmetrical facade 
of the lower wing with multifunctional fa-
cilities for students is dominated by the 
distinctive overhang over the entrance and 
the large canteen windows. The ground 
floor held dining rooms, canteens and the 
kitchen, the first floor three small club 

rooms and a room for studying, and above 
them a dance hall with a snack bar and 
a spacious terrace for physical training. 
The other vertically laid out five-storey 
wing is divided by a corner balcony and 
strip windows. The ground floor of this 
wing was for a clinic, offices, and flats for 
academic staff and maintenance workers. 
The top floors, all with the same layout, had 
three study rooms, four large bedrooms 
with 10 beds for students, facilities teach-
ers, and a common bathroom. The exteri-
or of this building is a cultural landmark.

MILITARY REGIONAL OFFICE 
KOUNICOVA 156/65

After the birth of an independent Czecho-
slovakia, the army was reorganized and in 
1918 the Military Regional Office for Moravia 
and Silesia was created in Brno. In 1936, 
due to the worsening situation in Europe 
and the Nazi threat, the office established 
new headquarters for the Third Corps. It 
was constructed during 1936–1937, based 
on plans by Bohuslav Fuchs. The segment-
ed arch of the six-storey building evokes 

the space of a square, which was intend-
ed to be completed by the symmetrically 
conceived regional court. The segmented 
shape also brought a dynamic element 
to the Purist facade with a strict grid of 
windows. The rear facade is divided by 
four massive avant-corps. During World 
War I, the building was taken over by the 
Wehrmacht. From liberation until 1950, it 
again served the Czechoslovak Army, and 
then the newly formed Military Academy, 
today the University of Defence.

DAGMAR CHILDREN’S HOME 
ZELENÉHO 825/51

In December 1919 while on a walk with 
friends in a forest near Bílovice nad 
Svitavou, poet, playwright, and journalist 
Rudolf Těsnohlídek found a small child 
under a spruce tree. This spurred him to 
organize care for abandoned children. Fol-
lowing his initiative, on 14 December 1924, 
a Christmas tree with a collection box for 
aid for children was erected in Brno for the 
first time. In 1928, the Christmas collections 

brought in enough money to found the 
Dagmar Children’s Home. Even without the 
prospect of payment, the project intrigued 
Bohuslav Fuchs. The four-storey building 
in the shape of a simple block had service 
spaces with narrow strip windows facing the 
street and the large windows of the shared 
bedrooms and corner balconies of common 
rooms leading to the garden. In the 1970s, 
the interior was rebuilt due to a change in 
the concept of the operation of the chil-
dren's home on the principle of family units. 
The building was last modernized in 2006.

RAILWAY STATION POST OFFICE  
NÁDRAŽNÍ 118/7

The railway station post office from 
1937–1938 was built to suit the needs of 
train post transport. Its construction was 
problematic due to the unstable ground. 
B. Fuchs, in cooperation with B. Bloudek, 
therefore proposed a two-storey reinforced 
concrete basement to ensure a stable 
foundation. The building itself is support-
ed by a lightweight steel structure, which 
enabled the interior walls to be variable 

and the whole building to be easily relo-
cated. This option was chosen while keep-
ing in mind the plan to move the station 
half a kilometre to the southwest, which 
should have, according to many studies 
(including by Fuchs), have helped the 
city’s development. The building’s facade 
is visibly horizontal with two rows of win-
dows, the regularity of which is broken by 
the segmented arched overhang over the 
entrance. The interior is by the main coun-
ter hall. The paternoster lift and brass de-
tails of the counters have been preserved.

CITY SPA IN ZÁBRDOVICE 
ZÁBRDOVICKÁ 158/13

Although bathrooms were an ordinary fea-
ture of apartments from the end of the 
19th century, in the 1920s only a third of 
Brno apartments had them. Brno residents 
cleaned themselves at public spas. During 
the 1920s, the city waterworks expand-
ed the spa network substantially, partly 
in cooperation with Bohuslav Fuchs. In 
1928, he rebuilt the (no longer existing) 
summer river spa on Výstavní Street. He 

subsequently modernized and radically 
adjusted the bath and shower spa on 
Kopečná, which still has some elements 
authentically preserved. The largest con-
struction, measuring 23,000 m2, was the 
spa in Zábrdovice, built during 1920–1932. 
The summer spa with changing rooms for 
5,000 people includes swimming pools and 
a playground and, following restoration in 
the 1990s, is fully functional. In contrast, 
the winter spa, which in its time provided 
modern comfort for cleaning is dilapidated.

BUS STATION 
BENEŠOVA

As an urban planner, Fuchs focused in 
many of his designs on issues regarding 
transport in Brno. At the end of the 1920s, 
he was considering the idea of moving the 
main railway station to the south (though 
he later doubted this idea). In the space 
freed from the station and tracks, a ring 
road was to develop with many public 
buildings, including a new bus station. The 
post-war model from 1948 for a station 

included the main check-in hall (and dis-
patch centre) made of organic shapes with 
a concrete shell-shaped roof supported 
by subtle columns that should have been 
connected to three long covered plat-
forms with so-called teeth for buses to 
park perpendicularly. In 1951, the large 
project was carried out with only one plat-
form, covered by elegant, thin arches of 
prestressed concrete, the design of which 
Fuchs worked on with Konrád Hruban. The 
platform is protected as a landmark and 
recently underwent renovations.
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SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSES 
BARVIČOVA 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14/4–14

During the first half of the 1920s, the 
Brno building authority tried to address 
the burning issue of the housing crisis 
after World War I. In 1923, Bohuslav Fuchs 
contributed to a resolution with plans for 
a row of six single-family houses. This 
design enabled savings on construction 
costs and also upkeep costs as the hous-
es being next to one another increased 
their thermal insulation. The interior of the 

two-storey buildings was designed very 
rationally so that they had three sitting 
rooms. Although these houses were de-
signed with an emphasis on minimalizing 
costs for the most efficient use, their 
architect did not forget their aesthetic 
impact. This can be seen primarily in the 
two-colour reliefs of the facades, on which 
an empty space above the entryway was 
accented by both the relief and the colour. 
Later renovations, however, mean that this 
two-colour facade and the unity of the 
whole are a thing of the past.

AVION HOTEL WITH CAFE 
ČESKÁ 150/20

This eight-storey hotel, built in place of 
an older one during 1925–1929 by res-
taurant owner Miroslav Kostelecký, and 
based on designs by Bohuslav Fuchs, 
became a world-renowned symbol of the 
Czechoslovak avant-garde. The architect 
handled the extremely narrow plot using 
a reinforced concrete frame, which en-
abled a glass facade facing the street 
and remarkable effects in the interiors, 

especially in the cafe. The cafe taking up 
the first and second storeys and segment-
ed by galleries was connected by a curved 
staircase. The hotel’s upper storeys with 
strip windows held 50 rooms. At the very 
top was the owner’s flat with a terrace. 
Neither the hotel’s monument status from 
1958 nor Fuchs’ plans for renovations pre-
vented the gradual deterioration of the 
original interior. The hotel has been a na-
tional cultural monument since 2010 and 
renovations began in 2016. 

CITY OF BRNO PAVILION 
AND ELECTRIC TRAM STATION  

VÝSTAVIŠTĚ 405/1

In 1923, Fuchs entered a competition for an 
urban architectural design for the new Brno 
exhibition grounds. While his design ended 
in third place, the architect still, as part of 
the Exhibition of Contemporary Culture in 
Czechoslovakia 1928 on the 10th anniver-
sary of the founding of Czechoslovakia, 
oversaw the City of Brno Pavilion, including 
its exhibition (together with E. Hrbek). This 

simple block with a reinforced concrete 
frame and brick exterior was originally 
lightened on the east side by a ground floor 
with pillars and no walls. When there were 
many visitors, the rear exit with a subtle 
spiral staircase on the facade was used. 
A monumental staircase leads visitors into 
the entrance hall lit by a glass wall reaching 
to the top of the facade. The red ceramic 
cladding is complemented by a ceramic 
sculpture by J. Kubíček near the main 
entrance. This pavilion is today used for 
various purposes. 

ZEMAN CAFE 
JEZUITSKÁ 687/6

In 1925, Josef Zeman asked Bohuslav 
Fuchs to design a cafe for the park near 
where Janáček Theatre now stands. Fuchs 
proposed the first thoroughly functiona-
list building in Brno. The building is for-
med by the block of the main cafe and 
the attached cubic space of the entry, 
a lounge, and operational facilities. Large 
glass windows in green frames could be 
drawn into the basement to connect the 

interior with the surrounding park. The 
Pavillon Cafe opened in 1926. After its na-
tionalization, it was adapted into a nursery 
school and then demolished in the 1960s 
to build the Janáček Theatre. On 16 No-
vember 1996, the young architects Z. Pech 
and J. Janíková organized the event “Se-
cond Demarcation of Zeman Cafe”. In 1996, 
this artistic expression developed into the 
idea of creating a replica of this significant 
building based on the original designs and 
preserved photos. Today, the interior has 
been altered improperly.

CENTRAL CEMETERY CEREMONIAL HALL 
VÍDEŇSKÁ 307/96

At the end of the 19th century, the rap-
idly growing city of Brno decided to build 
a new central cemetery based on the Vien-
nese model. The first ceremonial building 
was erected in 1926, based on designs 
by Bohuslav Fuchs and Josef Polášek. 
The funereal hall was formed as a simple, 
slightly elevated cube with four avant-
corps, three of which contained marble 
catafalques and the fourth of which had 

entries along the sides with a tribune for 
musicians above them. The hall interior is 
divided by pairs of columns in the corners 
with brick-shaped glass in between that 
brings scenic light into the space. The 
horizontal counterpart to the hall is the 
rear service wing with a morgue connect-
ed to the main building. The alternating 
smooth plaster and bare brick of the exte-
rior emphasizes the segmentation of indi-
vidual cubic sections. Their layout alludes 
to Unity Temple by Frank Lloyd Wright in 
Oak Park (Illinois).

THREE-UNIT TERRACED HOUSE 
IN THE NEW HOUSE ESTATE  
 PETŘVALDSKÁ 1010, 1009, 

1008/6, 8, 10

The New House estate, a project of the 
Brno builders Ruller and Uherka, was in-
spired by the Weissenhof Estate in Stutt-
gart. It was designed by world-renowned
architects, based on a development plan
from Mies van der Rohe as a model estate 
for modern single-family houses accessi-
ble to a broad section of the public. The 

concept behind the estate in Brno was 
created in 1928 by Fuchs together with J. 
Grunt. Within the estate, 16 single-family 
houses were designed by leading Czecho-
slovak architects. Fuchs himself designed 
a three-unit terraced house on the cor-
ner of Petřvaldská and Bráfova streets 
as a long block divided into three iden-
tically large three-storey housing units. 
The ground floors held service and stor-
age spaces, the laundry, and a room for 
a maid. The first house also had a garage 
and a study.
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