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WHAT IS BRNO? 
Contemporary 
architecture: The 
city is “new” again
In the history of architecture, the 
term “New Brno” covers the period 
between the two world wars when, 
with the support of the city and 
regional administrations, Brno un-
derwent extraordinary development. 
After 1989, the city opened a new 
chapter in its urban development, 
and many architects turned eagerly 
to the inter-war period for inspiration. 
The situation from the 1920s and 30s, 
favourable in many ways, was under-
standably unrepeatable, but the call 
to action in the conditions of the new 
political regime was similarly euphoric 
and avid. Thirty years later, we can 
see the period as more or less favour-
able to new architecture – with sup-
port from city leaders and relevant 
institutions that were significantly 
responsible for the quality and quan-
tity of construction. Unfortunately, 
Brno did not have a main architect 
for nearly half of this period, and the 
completion of architectural procure-
ment proceedings could be designat-
ed as sporadic, just as architectural 
and urban development has been 

unsuccessful in recent years due to 
complications with the approval of 
a new land-use plan for the city. This 
brochure will show that this favour-
able period gave rise to high-quality, 
expressive, and distinctive architec-
tural examples. The key to selecting 
buildings was to cover the entire time 
from the Velvet Revolution until today, 
including a wide range of purposes 
and various measures. One important 
criterion was accessibility to visitors, 
and so, except for three private 
homes and one office building, the 
buildings are publicly accessible. It is 
hard to predict what the next archi-
tectural developments for the “new-
est” Brno will be, but luckily we finally 
have a Brno City Architect (Kancelář 
architekta města), which should en-
sure professionalism and transparen-
cy. Perhaps this institution will help 
to push forward new impulses from 
architects in the youngest and most 
experimental generation just as City 
Architct Jindřich Kumpošt did in the 
first years of the “new” interwar Brno.

01 Domini Park car park 
(Parkovací dům Domini Park)

02 Omega Palace (Palác Omega)

03 Brno diocese exposition 
(Expozice Diecézního muzea)

04 Public transport headquar-
ters (Ředitelství Dopravního 
podniku Brno)

05 Renovations to the 
Vaňkovka industrial area 
(Rekonstrukce strojírny 
areálu Vaňkovka)

06 Urgent care ward at Brothers 
of Mercy Hospital (Pavilon 
akutní medicíny nemocnice 
Milosrdných bratří)

07 Methodological Centre 
for Modern Architecture 
(Metodické centrum moderní 
architektury)

08 Single-family house 
(Rodinný dům)

09 Multifunctional building 
(Polyfunkční dům)

10 Brno Observatory 
and Planetarium 
(Hvězdárna 
a planetárium Brno)

11 Kraví hora aquatic centre 
(Koupaliště Kraví hora)

12 Open Gardens and NNO 
counselling centre 
(Otevřená zahrada 
a poradenské centrum NNO)

13 Library at the Faculty 
of Arts, Masaryk University 
(Knihovna Filozofické 
fakulty MU)

14 Apartment building
renovations (Rekonstrukce 
bytového domu)

15 St. Cunigunde Pharmacy 
(Lékárna U sv. Kunhuty)

16 Bobycentrum (Bobycentrum)

17 Church of Blessed Marie 
Restituta (Kostel bl. Marie 
Restituta)

18 Faculty of Information 
Technology, Brno University 
of Technology (Fakulta 
informačních technologií VUT)

19 Tadpole II single-family house 
(Rodinný dům Pulec II)

20 Conversion of a water tower 
to housing (Přestavba vodá-
renské věže na bydlení)



If you would like to know more about 
Brno’s modern architecture, to which con-
temporary structures so frequently refer, 
then this online guide to the city is exactly 
what you need. This database covers about 
600 works of architecture erected between 
1918 and 1989, with a concise history of 
the structure and the circumstances under 
which it was built, supplemented by period 
and contemporary photographs, and pro-
files of the architects.On the website you’ll 
find the most interesting interwar buildings 
threaded together to form walking trails. 
In addition to the older works, you’ll also 

encounter buildings constructed during 
the previous political regime. Most of the 
entries also come with an audio recording, 
which you can listen to out on the street, or 
download whenever in MP3 format. On the 
pavement you’ll see a white numerical code, 
alerting you to the building in question and 
enabling you to look it up on the website. At 
the Brno House of Arts and various branches 
of TIC BRNO you can get hold of free, easy-
to-follow map brochures and educational 
leaflets. The guide also exists in book form.

www.bam.brno.cz

Brno Architectural Manual 
(BAM): Architecture Guide 
1918–1989



On the elegant ring road in place of for-
mer fortifications next to the City Hall, 
museums, and a luxury hotel was built 
a “palace of the 21st century”, a car park. 
If we set aside the undesirable pulling 
of cars into the city centre, which is the 
essential function of this building, it 
cannot be denied that the structure of 
these parking levels gives motorists on 
entry and exit the true driving experience 
of an “infinite” spiral. The monumental 
building evoking a mediaeval fortress with 

a regular grid of ventilation “arrowslits” is 
broken in the ground and top floors by 
glass corners with commercial/leasable 
space. In addition to an essential pub-
lic toilet, the ground floor also houses 
a tourist information centre (TIC BRNO) 
focused on souvenirs and gifts from local 
artists and designers. Connected to the 
roof terrace, which is reserved for LPG/
CNG vehicles, an interior design studio 
takes advantage of the attractive view.

ARCHITEKTI HRŮŠA & SPOL. (2016)

Domini Park car park 

Husova 712/14a, Brno-město
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In connection to the Alfa arcade, the 
Omega multifunctional building with 
a shopping arcade was built in a site 
left empty for many years. Its “cheeky” 
geometric facade faces the main Brno 
square. The green-grey glass rectangles 
present a sharp contrast to the historic 
facades of the surrounding buildings and 
also playfully wink at the interwar bank 
across the square. At the time of its com-
pletion, that bank was a masterful entry 
of modern architecture into the historic 
city centre, though compared to new 
buildings it now seems calm with its reg-
ular grid. In contrast, the Omega building 

is dynamic – it gives the impression of 
a display and is associated with a vid-
eo game where individual blocks can be 
moved around at will. It draws attention 
away from what is hidden inside – com-
mercial space with stores and services, 
offices, and residences – the distribution, 
hierarchy, and location of which cannot 
be discerned from outside. The interior 
layout loses the dynamism – in contrast 
to the winning design, which was domi-
nated by sculptural escalators, the spa-
cious and high-ceilinged arcade from the 
original design is cramped.

KUBA & PILAŘ ARCHITEKTI (2005)

Omega Palace 

náměstí Svobody 702/9, Brno-město
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Following renovations to the canonical 
house, which was apparently part of the 
fortification system of St. Peter’s hill, the 
Brno bishopric created an information 
and contact centre with a permanent 
exhibition of sacral art from the Brno di-
ocese titled Vita Christi – Life of Christ. 
With formal simplicity, even minimalism, 
the architects brought distinctive con-
temporary resources into the originally 
Gothic and later baroque redesigned 
spaces. The contrast in styles makes the 

artistic work and liturgical objects really 
stand out. The complicated layout and 
confined and dark exhibition area, with 
smooth black and grey plaster, provides 
the opportunity for an intensive experi-
ence with personal, even intimate, con-
frontation with individual artefacts. They 
are complemented by contemporary art 
installations bringing the advantages and 
difficulties of works that were not carried 
out in cooperation with artists, but were 
created by the architects themselves.

RAW (2006)

Brno diocese exposition 

Petrov 275/1, Brno-město
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As an example of the architecture of the 
late 1990s, this modern urban palace is 
a postmodern mirror of Brno function-
alism. With its height and the rhythm 
of its facade, it calmly sits among the 
surrounding historic buildings from the 
turn of the 19th to the 20th century. It 
is spatially accented by a round cor-
ner emphasized by the curve of the 
dominant cornice, which covers the top 
floor with a terrace accessible from the 
employee canteen. Only the first three 
storeys are open to the public, with 

the rest restricted to offices and the 
public transport leadership. It is these 
publicly inaccessible storeys that offer 
a fascinating view of the garden of the 
neighbouring Ursuline convent through 
the monumental continuous window of 
the staircase. With reference to interwar 
architectural tradition, both the building 
exterior and interior emphasize the use 
of fine materials. A light installation by 
Stanislav Zippe dominates the entrance 
hall and extends outside through a spa-
cious window.

RAW + ARCHITEKTI DRNH (2001)

Public transport 
headquarters 

Novobranská 693/18, Brno-město
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Together with a former office building 
and a fragment of the opposite foundry 
is a machine plant – today an art gallery – 
the last remnants of the extensive factory 
of F. Wannieck from the second half of 
the 19th century. Thanks to sensitive 
repairs, the exterior still shows the original 
neo-Gothic character through the use of 
bare brick, which is disrupted along the 
facade by spacious windows reaching 
to the floor and a new entry. The open 
and high-ceilinged interior includes the 
original wooden ceiling and rafters, and 

also metal structural elements and a crane 
track that represent aesthetic industrial 
qualities. The new floors are comple-
mented by the architectural neologisms 
of two staircases, an elevator, and new 
operational wings, which can easily be 
distinguished from the original details in 
style and materials. The resulting form is 
a cultivated and unpretentious example 
of renovated industrial architecture with 
minor, though clear modern changes by 
the architects.

ARCHITEKTI DRNH (2005)

Renovations to the 
Vaňkovka industrial area 

Ve Vaňkovce 465/2, Brno-Trnitá
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This baroque hospital from the mid 18th 
century was gradually expanded at the 
end of the 19th century and throughout 
the 20th. The limited space and proximity 
to historical monastery buildings strong-
ly influences the architectural solution 
of a massive 9-metre cantilever extend-
ing the ward toward the river above the 
current heat exchangers. The lower part 
of the building supports the dominant 
middle section, lined with green-grey 

enamelled glass supplemented by the 
gold accent of various retracted and 
extended blinds. The uppermost floor 
with a spacious observation terrace 
and the canteen for patients and staff 
is lined with perforated metal. The cre-
ators entered the area with fragmented 
architecture and style with a confident 
undertaking distinctive in shape and col-
our that came to dominate the view from 
the banks of the Svratka River.

BURIAN-KŘIVINKA ARCHITEKTI (2006)

Urgent care ward 
at Brothers of Mercy 
Hospital 

Polní 553/3, Brno-střed
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On the grounds of this interwar villa with 
a garden, built for the family of Brno 
textile manufacturer Alfred Stiassni, 
operate a research centre focused on 
mediating the understanding, documen-
tation, and protection of the architectural 
heritage of the 20th century. Its position 
creates a second independent entrance 
to the garden from above with a view of 
the architecturally attractive Masaryk 
neighbourhood and Brno Exhibition Centre. 
The architectural solution obviously takes 
inspiration from another famous interwar 

Brno building – Villa Tugendhat. In con-
trast to that building, descending the 
staircase to the main hall does not create 
tension or a subsequent euphoric moment 
of surprise through glass walls. Here, glass 
is used to the utmost, and so you can look 
through it from the moment you enter the 
building and descend to the lecture hall 
while fascinated by the view. In addition 
to supporting and strengthening, the 
X-shaped reinforced concrete structure 
cannot deny the desire for a memorable 
gesture from the architect.

ARCHTEAM (2014)

Methodological Centre 
for Modern Architecture 

Preslova 573/53, Brno-Pisárky

07



This “black block” right by the Wilson 
Forest was designed and built in a very 
narrow plot for a young family with chil-
dren. It sits on a gentle slope and gives 
the impression of a small defensive tower. 
The cubic reinforced concrete building is 
both protected and revealed by a black 
steel grille, which is the building’s dis-
tinctive main motif. Above the garage 
and basement at the level of the main 
entrance is the first living space, with chil-
dren’s rooms and an office, above which 
are a sitting room, dining room, and bed-
room. In place of a garden, for which there 
was no room, the owners use the roof 

terrace on the top floor with a pool, sauna, 
and summer kitchen. The main living area 
is lit by a monumental window facing the 
street with a view of the Svratka River 
valley and a glass atrium, which divides 
the house into two parts. The transpar-
ency of the “cage” in which the house 
stands and its shape of a cut block – from 
which space for the atrium and loggia has 
been removed – gives the resulting form 
a pleasant standard. In the context of 
the entire Masaryk neighbourhood, not 
to mention its immediate surroundings, it 
is a truly original creative benefit for this 
architecturally attractive residential area.

KUBA & PILAŘ ARCHITEKTI (2013)

Single-family house 

Rezkova 940/52, Brno-Stránice
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On a built-up street on a very narrow 
plot, this building with office space and 
a studio in the courtyard exploring the 
boundaries of modern architectural 
expression in a “calm neighbourhood” 
was built for a private investor. The rein-
forced concrete mounted structure gave 
the building a geometric air and versatili-
ty in its use. It faces the street with spa-
cious glass on all four floors, which are 
accessible through a distinctive exterior 

staircase in the courtyard. Its sharp steel 
teeth present a strong contrast with the 
smooth surface of exposed concrete on 
all facades. From the courtyard, you can 
also access the freely standing ground-
floor studio with skylights. The rational 
approach, abstract concept, and min-
imalist air brought an original example 
of global architecture to the portfolio of 
contemporary Brno architecture.

MAKOVSKÝ & PARTNEŘI (2014)

Multifunctional building 

Minská 214/85, Brno-Žabovřesky
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During renovations to this area that 
was gradually built from the late 1950s 
to the early 1990s, individual sections 
were successfully incorporated into 
a new, meaningful whole. The visual 
unification of the original pastiche of 
various sections was supported by the 
use of hanging and alternatively whole 
and perforated aluminium sheeting. It is 
used as a display for the “Swarm (Roj)” 
sound and light installation above the 
main entry by artist Jiří Suchánek. The 

designers used transparency as a visual 
motif for the building also through large 
glass areas, creating contact with the 
Kraví hora park and a panoramic view of 
the city through the building. The land-
scape shapes the atmosphere of the 
interior, which is designed to be clean 
and simple, to make the exhibits shine. 
Thanks to its location, history, and focus, 
the observatory and planetarium com-
bines technological, scenic, aesthetic, 
and not least architectural experiences.

Kraví hora 522/2, Brno-Veveří
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RUDIŠ-RUDIŠ (2011)

Brno Observatory and 
Planetarium



This summer recreation area on the sloping 
terrain of Kraví hora that was built in the 
1970s was continued exactly 30 years 
later with sensitivity and respect – for the 
original design and also the surroundings. 
A covered swimming hall partially set into 
the ground is open through three glass 
walls facing the south-west and offers 
visitors impressive views of the city. It is 
protected from excessive sun by a wooden 
sunshade, which gives the building the 
characteristic appearance of a pavilion in 
the countryside. Transparency, mirroring, 
and other optical features of glass became 
the building’s main motifs. Visitors can 

easily become watchers and even more 
easily the watched. People are literally laid 
bare with shared changing rooms for men 
and women, which became a controversial 
and attractive feature. The covered hall 
sits on the highest of many terraces run-
ning down the hill with outdoor pools and 
changing rooms. The most-used materials 
are exposed concrete, wood, stone, metal, 
and glass. Their use gives the swimming 
hall an elegance, which in combination 
with the panoramic view of Špilberk and 
Žlutý kopec elevate a physical and relaxing 
activity to the level of an aesthetic and 
cultural experience. 

ARCHITEKTI DRNH (2004)

Kraví hora aquatic centre 

Údolní 532/76, Brno-Veveří
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This counselling, conference, and educa-
tional centre focused on environmental 
issues sits at the base of Špilberk hill. The 
oblong building is situated in the slope 
such that it does not create a barrier or 
boundary. It is possible to enter and walk 
through it on various levels including the 
green roof. Accessibility and permeability 
were the main issues for its spacial design. 
Given the ambition to become the first 
office building to meet the passive en-
ergy standard in the Czech Republic, the 
centre was designed and carried out as 

an example of sustainable construction 
and environmentally friendly operation. 
The building combines a reinforced con-
crete structure with wood mounted on 
the cladding (with insulation based on 
wood and hemp), and some parts inside 
are constructed from brick with plaster 
from unfired clay. From the surrounding 
garden, the architects brought inside the 
motif of green, which is used on the floors 
and also the walls and ceilings thanks to 
a conceptual information system from 
the Pixle graphic studio.

PROJEKTIL ARCHITEKTI (2012)

Open Gardens and NNO 
counselling centre 

Údolní 567/33, Brno-město
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The minimalist cube of this library clos-
es off the courtyard of the Faculty of 
Arts and separates the somewhat pub-
lic space of the university from the sur-
rounding buildings. Its hanging cladding 
of vertical oak slats preserves visual con-
tact between the interior and the exter-
nal environment – which transforms with 
different light. During the day, eyes can 
be lifted from studying a book to watch 
faculty life in the yard, and after sunset 
attention is pulled from outside into the 
library’s inner spaces. The library entry 

up a ramp stands out from the facade in 
its colour and shape. The decision to use 
monolithic concrete for the structure can 
be seen on all visible parts of the building. 
The interior is dominated by a concrete 
staircase connecting all five storeys 
through circles in the floors. The sparing 
use of colour inside contrasts with the 
orange carpet of the study rooms and 
the spines of the books on the shelves. 
The design included adjustments to the 
courtyard with a sculpture by Brno artist 
Michal Gabriel.

KUBA & PILAŘ ARCHITEKTI (2001)

Library at the Faculty of Arts, 
Masaryk University

Arna Nováka 1/1, Brno-Veveří
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Of the 11 buildings that the City of Brno 
restored and adapted for social housing 
as part of an integrated development 
project in this marginalized area, this 
is this only example of a contemporary 
architectural approach to the task. The 
architects renovated a run-down building 
with galleries from the early 20th century 
and added two new storeys for a total of 
39 small flats (32–50 m2) for individuals 
or families with unstable living conditions 
and low incomes. Over one to three years, 
social workers help to prepare them for 

a transition to regular housing. This 
L-shaped white building with blue high-
lights provides its residents with features 
such as a playgroup centre and a social 
room. The building also has a flat for the 
building manager, an office, and a porter 
for constant supervision. The architects 
brought the motif of galleries from the 
inner courtyard out to the facade facing 
the street. Even though it is covered in 
a mesh, it at least partially pulls life from 
the public street into the anteroom of 
this closed and guarded building.

AGP ARCHITEKTI (2015)

Apartment building 
renovations

Francouzská 376/42, Brno-Zábrdovice
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The Church of St. Cunigunde from the 
turn of the 12th to the 13th century, and 
rebuilt in the baroque style, was previ-
ously adapted into a chapel and morgue 
and in the 1970s used as a cloakroom 
and for storage. The architectural chang-
es included renovations and adaptation 
for a new purpose, both sensitive to its 
artistic and historic value. Although the 
simple cubic structure of the office and 
space for employees creates a sharp 
contrast with the pharmacy’s baroque 
interior, it also creates attractive tension 
in the dialogue between the two differing 
architectural styles. The use of white and 

silvery tones on glass and metal surfac-
es sensitively and confidently fills in the 
high-ceilinged space of the church nave. 
The pharmacy furniture made of stained 
oak blockboard associates the historic 
robust pharmacy counters with the cab-
inets, although they are simple geomet-
ric shapes with small details from tinted 
glass and stainless steel. Although the 
public can see the pharmacy facilities 
only from the dispensing counter, visiting 
the pharmacy is a fascinating experience 
where contemporary architecture gives 
an historic building an entirely new life.

ARCHITEKTI DRNH (2002)

St. Cunigunde Pharmacy 

Zábrdovická 3/3, Brno-Zábrdovice
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Based on personal experiences abroad 
gained during the hockey career of the 
building’s investor (nicknamed Boby), 
the architects designed the Bobycen-
trum to order. They provided the purely 
sports complex with commercial, tourist, 
and entertainment features and left be-
hind traces of post-modern architecture 
from the grand early 1990s. The com-
plex is dominated by a luxurious hotel, 
directly inspired by the work of American 
architect Richard Meier (from the New 
York Five). The hotel was connected to 
a clinic with in-patient services, reha-
bilitation services, and physiotherapy; 

a fitness centre; a shopping arcade; an 
entertainment centre with a multifunc-
tional laser show hall; a disco; and gaming 
machines. There were spaces reserved 
for new sports (squash, martial arts, roll-
er skating, skateboarding, and so on). 
Outside, the sport facilities continued 
with a football training pitch and covered 
tennis court. It was rounded off by an 
underground garage and the city’s first 
car wash. The large investment based on 
borrowing, expensive construction and 
underestimation of purchasing power 
shortly after a change in political regime 
led the investor to bankruptcy. 

HEXAPLAN (1993)

Bobycentrum

Sportovní 559/2a, Brno-Královo Pole
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This round church contrasts in shape and 
also complements the primarily linear de-
velopment of residential panel buildings. 
Together with the independently standing 
triangular bell tower/lookout, this building 
completes the composition of the existing 
religious centre from the 1990s. The light 
shades of the exposed concrete with naive 
drawings by Petr Kvíčala are complemented 
by distinctive colourful accents – gold and 
red in the tower’s roof lantern and the col-
ours of the rainbow in the window running 
around the church. This rainbow enters as 

the main source of light and softly illumi-
nates and colours the monumental dome. 
The impressive spacious and open central 
space is complemented by two round ma-
tronea, and the overall organic appearance 
is disrupted only by a rectangular staircase, 
the sharply cut triangular entry to the sac-
risty, and a cubic glass children’s play area 
as an essential part of religious services. It 
took 15 years of painstaking work by the 
parson to raise the necessary funds from 
gifts to give the Lesná estate a truly dom-
inant feature – in scale and significance.

MAREK JAN ŠTĚPÁN (2020)

Church of Blessed 
Marie Restituta 

Nezvalova 895/13, Brno-Lesná
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In comparison to many projects carried out in 
the past two decades for the Brno University 
of Technology at its home campus under 
Palackého vrch, the FIT is one of the most 
successful undertakings by this institute of 
higher education. The difficulty of the task 
to convert the baroque complex, a former 
Carthusian monastery, was undoubtedly 
multiplied by the location at the intersection 
of two high-intensity motorways. The need 
for the facade of the main building facing 
the street to be a multilayer noise barrier, 
which reflects the monastery wall and the 

Church of the Holy Cross, became the dis-
tinctive motif of the entire complex. The 
operational concept based on equal use of 
existing and new buildings was very clearly 
reflected in the architectural solution with 
new buildings standing confidently next to 
historic sections as perfect equals. None 
of the construction phases calls too much 
attention to itself, but rather the great con-
trast in styles and the authenticity create 
a strong experience. Those moments where 
the new literally injects itself and crashes 
into the old are among the most charismatic.

BURIAN-KŘIVINKA ARCHITEKTI + VLADISLAV VRÁNA (2002)

Faculty of Information 
Technology, BUT

Božetěchova 1/2, Brno-Královo Pole
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This oval building, named for its shape 
and colour, sits slightly askew and with its 
back to the narrow street built up with sin-
gle-family houses. It thus creates a natural 
space for parking and sets off a private 
area on the small plot without needing 
a large and long space to do it. This is 
the second building based on a similar 
design, with the first standing in Zlín. The 
small residence is divided into two floors. 
The ground floor is reserved for the social 
areas, and the first floor for private rooms. 

The curvilinear staircase connecting the 
two floors delineates the space for the 
bathroom and toilet. The entry to the 
house from the street as well as the exit 
to the balcony and garden stick out of the 
building’s oval structure. The materials are 
characteristic and charismatic. The black 
profiled cladding sheet is complemented 
by the white plastic windows of various 
sizes, which combine to give the house 
a pleasant futuristic and nautical spirit.

STUDIO NEW WORK (2017)

Tadpole II single-family 
house 

Suchého 637/14, Brno-Medlánky
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This water tower was built in Řečkovice 
in 1924 as a reservoir for an estate of 
single-family houses built using their own 
funds by employees of Austro-Hungarian 
railways after the founding of an inde-
pendent Czechoslovakia. It forms a unit 
with the former social building. The orig-
inally utilitarian structure was selected 
for housing as accessible property by its 
owner. In an area of 120 m2 and 4 levels sits 
the main living area with a bathroom and 
yet unfinished terrace, a kitchen above it, 
and above that a bedroom. The top floor, 

with a panoramic view stretching beyond 
the adjacent railway, is used for relaxation 
and work. The architects left in original ele-
ments such as a massive monolithic ribbed 
ceiling, rafters, window lintels, and exposed 
brick in the interior. The building’s black 
lath cladding (covering a strong layer of 
insulation) and bay windows shaped like 
small prisms evoking glass rockets give 
the building a pleasant tension between 
their romantic character and modern ar-
chitectural expression.

VELEK, VELKOVÁ, VELEK ARCHITEKTI (2006)

Conversion of a water 
tower to housing 

náměstí Vojtěšky Matyášové 463/1, Brno-Řečkovice
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