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Estate site plan, 1928 



Architects and builders

The New House Estate – Beginnings



Building

Exhibition

Visitor levels to the exhibition failed to 
meet expectations, nor did it bring the 
anticipated commercial success, for it 
failed to meet potential clients’ traditional 
ideas of housing. This lack of success was 
compounded by the homes’ high prices 
and by the fact that some of them were 
not entirely completed when the exhibi-
tion opened. The full cost of construction 
reached 2,680,084 crowns (319.80 crowns 
per cubic meter). Until recently, it had 

Construction began in February 1928, 
and the New House exhibition was offici-
ally opened on 2 September of that year. 
It was the first of its kind in interwar 
Czechoslovakia and the second in Europe.

The project’s basic character was deter-
mined by the builders’ starting require-
ments: no basements, houses built on 
pillars, household operations on the 
ground floor, living spaces on the upper 
two floors, flat rooftop terraces, built-in 
furniture, standardized windows and 
doors, and a rational floorplan. The in-
terior layout was left to the architects. 

In 1970, Brno art historian Zdeněk Kudělka – 
one of the few academic researchers to 
take an interest in modern architecture – 
clearly formulated the significance of the 
New House exhibition for Czechoslovak 
architecture when he wrote that “the 
New House estate was a monumental 
manifesto by which Brno’s architecture 
spontaneously embraced functionalism 
and constructivism. This highly important 
fact, which cemented Brno’s place at the 

This approach contributed significantly 
to the houses’ stylistic and typological 
unity. Except for Jaroslav Syřiště’s brick 
building, the houses consisted of a re-
inforced concrete frame with infill using 
Isostone blocks and Calofrig panels. The 
objective was an economical housing 
type offering technical and hygienic 
comforts that could be mass-produced 
for the middle classes. One exception 
was Kroha’s house, which more closely 
resembled a suburban villa. Most of the 
architects used Stuttgart as a model, as 
did the exhibition catalogue designed by 
Zdeněk Rossmann and Bedřich Václavek. 

Plot
The decision to build the Novy dum (New 
House) estate at the foot of the Wilson 
Woods in Brno’s Žabovřesky district was 
not made by chance. The chosen par-
cels had been the property of builder 
František Uherka since 1908, and the 
Weissenhof Estate in Stuttgart apparent-
ly showed him a way of perhaps getting 
a return on his investment. The Exhibition 
of Contemporary Culture provided the ide-
al opportunity to do so. As part of this 
exhibition – but unlike Stuttgart without 
any financial support from the Werkbund 
or from the city – Uherka (1880–1948) 
teamed up with Čeněk Ruller (1896–1956) 

to build the estate as a private undertak-
ing. In the fall of 1927, they invited eight 
architects from Brno and one from Prague 
(Josef Štěpánek) to design sixteen ter-
raced or detached single-family homes 
in line with a general plan elaborated by 
Bohuslav Fuchs and Jaroslav Grunt. 
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been assumed that the various alterations, 
both large and small, to the houses were 
not done until after the Second World War. 
But this is not so. Uherka himself radically 
remodeled three of the houses as early as 
1939–1942: buildings no. 1001 and no. 1002 
(Foltýn and Putna) and no. 1011 (the left 
half of Štěpánek’s double). To this end, 
he joined forces with the builder Hynek 
Smejkal, although their joint business ven-
ture ended in 1945 with a long legal dispute.

forefront of Czechoslovak architectural 
production, was all the more momentous 
because it was of an almost programmatic 
character.”

The New House estate has been comple-
mented by a functionalist-style informa-
tion stand since 2020. More detailed infor-
mation about the estate can be found on 
the website tic.je/kolonie.
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