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Alfons Mucha (1860–1939)

The Slav Epic (1910–1928)

You can buy souvenirs with Alfons 
Mucha motifs in the TO JE BRNO 
information centre at Panenská 1 
or in our online shop.

suvenyry.ticbrno.cz

Alfons Maria Mucha was an out-
standing personality of Art Nouveau 
in Europe. His specific artistic ex- 
pression, refered to as “Mucha style”, 
was famous for its static composition, 
fine and non-aggressive colours, and de-
corative richness of ornamentation. He 
became a synonym for this artistic sty-
le. He became popular with the general 
public mainly thanks to his posters, 
but he also designed jewels, glass, fur-
niture, and interiors and also illustra-
ted books and magazines. He painted 

restaurant menus, calendars, and deco-
rative screens and designed Czech po-
stage stamps and Czech interwar bank- 
notes as well. His greatest piece of work 
is a cycle of twenty huge canvases on 
history entitled The Slav Epic.

Alfons Mucha was born on July 24, 1860, 
in Ivančice in South Moravia to the fa-
mily of paritor Ondřej Mucha. And it was 
in the nearby city of Brno where he stu-
died and began his artistic career.

During his artistic career, Alfons Mucha 
travelled a lot, for example to Austria, Italy, 
France, Russia, Yugoslavia, and the USA. 
He even settled down in the USA for some 
time, working as a decorator and portrait 
painter. This was where he gave birth 
to the idea of creating a compact cycle 
of large-format paintings that could de-
pict the core, history, and spirit of Slavic 
patriotism. Among other things, he consi-
dered it an opportunity to boost the self- 
confidence of the Czech nation which 
was intensifying its demands for auto- 
nomy from the Habsburg Monarchy.  

Luckily, Alfons Mucha met Charles 
R. Crane, a millionaire, businessman, 
and socialist, who shared Mucha’s in-
terest in the Slavs and sponsored this 
piece of art. At the chateau of Zbiroh, 
Western Bohemia, Mucha would go on 
to work for eighteen years on a cycle 
of twenty huge canvases on the history 
of the Slavs. Half of the canvases deal 
with the Czech nation – its history, religi-
on, and culture – while the other half with 
the Slavs and Pan-Slavic topics. Alfons 
Mucha rightfully considered The Slav 
Epic his life’s work.



The Slav Epic in Brno

After long 88 years, The Slav Epic 
returns to Brno! ALFONS MUCHA: TWO 
WORLDS is a unique exhibition combi-
ning two aspects of of Mucha’s work 
– a majestic cycle of canvases and 
a unique collection of posters. The ex-
hibition of the largest canvases from 
The Slav Epic cycle is complemented 
by the largest collection of posters by 
Mucha. Tickets are available online at  
www.ticbrno.cz/predprodej, at TIC BRNO 
information centres, and directly 
at the entrance to Pavilion H. as the 

tours take place at certain times and 
their capacity is limited, it is recommen-
ded to buy tickets in advance. 

Pavilion H, Brno Exhibition Centre

OPENING HOURS

3. 7. — 31. 12. 2018

MON   Closed
TUE—SUN 10AM—6PM  
(last entry at 5PM)

More information at: tic.je/slavepic



Singing at Petrov

The first steps of Alfons Mucha in 
Brno led to Petrov. Music had been 
an inseparable part of Mucha’s life 
from early childhood. As was com-
mon at the time, Alfons Mucha began 
learning to play the violin when he 
was a very little boy and, thanks to his 
beautiful alto, he joined the choir in 
the Ivančice church when he was only 
eight years old. His  father’s job didn’t 

provide the family with enough money 
for Alfons’s studies, which brought him 
to the Petrov choir at the age of only 
eleven to earn money as a singer. He 
liked to spend his leisure time with his 
friend Dolina, roaming up and down 
the Špilberk hill, Pisárky municipality, 
and today’s Denis Gardens, singing in 
two-part harmony for the pleasure of 
passersby as well as their own. He had 
to leave the Petrov choir at puberty, 
when his voice began to change.

Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul 
(Katedrála sv. Petra a Pavla)

Petrov



Student life

Having left Petrov, Mucha and his 
friend Julek, who used to play the violin 
in the church, rented a small room in 
Panenská Street, with the Mrštík bro-
thers (famous Czech writers) living just 
across the courtyard. They enjoyed their 
student life and regularly sang in the 
streets of Brno to earn money.

Panenská Street looked very different 
at the turn of the 19th and 20th cen- 
turies, then it does today. It used to 
be a much longer, narrower street, in-
habited by rather poor people, mostly 
craftsmen. At the beginning of the 20th 
century, however, during an extensive 
urban renewal in Brno, Panenská Street 
lost twenty of its buildings, including the 
one Mucha was living in.

Residential building  
in Panenská Street

Panenská 3



Artistic beginnings

Having finished his studies at the Ivančice 
elementary school, Alfons Mucha started 
to attend the Slavonic Grammar School, 
in October 1872. With the exception of 
drawing in art lessons, he struggled in 
most of his subjects. He repeated the 
second and third grades, only to be ex-
pelled from the school in 1877.

His studies at the grammar school were 
not completely unsuccessful, though. 

Mucha took lessons there from acade- 
mic painter Josef Zelený, who recog- 
nized his talent. Zelený tried to convince 
Mucha’s parents to send Alfons to study 
at the Prague Academy. Even though 
he was never admitted to the Academy, 
this time helped Mucha form a clear idea 
of his path in life – to become a painter. 
Later, he worked as a decorative painter 
in Vienna, then moved to Munich, where 
he studied at the Munich Academy of 
Fine Arts, and in 1886 he settled down 
in Paris, where his great career began.

Slavonic Grammar School 
(Slovanské gymnázium)

Rooseveltova 13



Returns to Brno

In 1906, Mucha returned from the USA 
for a short time to marry Marie 
Chytilová. In Pec pod Čerchovem, 
where the newlyweds spent their 
honeymoon, he created a series of six 
scenes from the Gospel of St Matthew, 
chapter 5 for the Christmas issue 

of Everybody’s Magazine, with his wife 
drawing the plant-themed decorati-
ve frames. In 1912, he sold the series 
to the Moravian Museum in Brno. La-
ter, whenever passing through Brno, 
he never forgot to stop by and look 
at his work there. This series is cur- 
rently a part of the collection at the 
Brno Moravian Gallery.

Moravian Museum 
(Moravské zemské muzeum)

Zelný trh
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