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Jean Louis Raduit de Souches  1608–1682

The greatest personality of Brno 
in the 17th century

...and with this decree we appoint 
Colonel Jean Louis Raduit de Souches 

Commander-in-chief of Brno.

Emperor Ferdinand III, 14 March 1645

One crucial moment which decorates the 
staggering career of this French officer 
from La Rochelle was the stunning defence 
of Brno (under his command) during the 
Swedish siege of 1645 – one of the most 
important events in the history of the city 
which is commemorated annually with the 

“The Day of Brno” festival.

Who was this man of two homelands and 
two religions? The man with an extraor-
dinary talent for military tactics, who 
crisscrossed the European battlefields of 
the 17th century? The man so much admired 
in Brno and in Moravia and almost unknown 
in his native land – France?
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Early life (before 1645)

Jean Louis Raduit de Souches was born 
on 16 August 1608 into a family of rela-
tively poor Huguenot nobility, in the port 
town of La Rochelle. As a young man he 
participated in the over one-year-long 
siege of his home town, which proved to 
be an essential experience he would later 
use during the siege of Brno. After the 
surrender of La Rochelle in 1628 he agreed 
to be recruited into the Swedish army due 
to his Protestant creed. Raduit de Souches 
served in the Swedish army until 1642 (with 
one and half year’s break, during which he 

stayed in France). He reached the rank of 
colonel and became acquainted with the 
high Swedish officers.

J. L. Raduit de Souches was brave and 
talented in military operations and besides 
these qualities he was also well-educated 
and literate. On the other hand, he easily 
lost his temper, he was irascible and he 
did not want to submit to his superiors. 
Thanks to his range of knowledge he was 
convinced that he was infallible. These 
character traits made him many enemies 

and were a hindrance to his promising ca-
reer – through the many conflicts and the 
repeated criticism of his superiors (even 
under threat of military tribunal) he left 
the Swedish army in June 1642.

During his return to France he met (in 
Vienna) the brother of the Emperor Fer-
dinand III of the Habsburg dynasty, Leo-
pold Vilhelm, in those days the Bishop of 
Olomouc and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Habsburg Imperial Army. This man decid-
ed to use Raduit de Souches’s knowledge 

of the Swedish army and its tactics. So 
in October 1642 Raduit de Souches was 
appointed colonel of a cavalry regiment, 
this time in the service of the Habsburg 
Imperial Army. He drew attention during the 
siege of Olomouc and thanks to a heroic 
deed achieved a good reputation at the 
Court. Because of his proven bravery and 
loyalty he was appointed by the Emperor 
Ferdinand III the Commander-in-Chief of 
Brno defence on 14 March 1645.
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The most important deed —
defence of Brno in 1645

After the defeat of the Imperial Army in the 
Battle of Jankow (March 1645) the Swedes 
moved towards Vienna. Brno and the Špil-
berk fortress were in their way; however, 
the likelihood of successfully defending 
the town was minimal. From 3 May to 23 
August 1645 (for an incredible 112 days) 
Brno’s citizens, under the command of J. 
L. Raduit de Souches, resisted enormous 
Swedish numerical superiority (the num-
ber of Swedish soldiers was almost twenty 
times higher). The Commander-in-Chief 
applied practically the same principles as 

he had learned 18 years ago in La Rochelle, 
but this time successfully. The critical date 
was 15 August, the feast day of the As-
sumption of Mary – and also the day of 
the general attack of the Swedish Army, 
performed in six locations.

Thanks to the brilliant tactics of J. L. Ra-
duit de Souches, and to the bravery and 
resolution of the city’s defenders, Brno 
was (as the only town in Moravia) suc-
cessfully defended. The Swedish army then 
withdrew at the end of August, and the 

reputation of Lennart Torstenson as the 
invincible military leader was gone. The 
successful defence of Brno prevented the 
attack on Vienna, and precipitated the fi-
nal negotiations concerning the Peace of 
Westphalia in favour of the Habsburg Mon-
archy. The Emperor Ferdinand III rewarded 
the city and all its defenders generously 

– and this moment was the beginning of 
a glowing career for J. L. Raduit de Souches.

02 Swedish siege of Brno in 1645, 
Hieronymus Benno Bayer, Hans Jörg Zeiser, 
1645–1646
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Raduit de 
Souches’s imprints

Raduit de Souches’s 
Legacy in Brno

In the middle of the 17th century, in front 
of Brno’s city walls and gates, something 
really unique happened – something ab-
solutely unique not only in a military and 
political sense, but also in moral  sense too. 

The cooperation of the defenders of the 
besieged city, regardless of their social 
status, their age or their nationality, in their 
fight against the usurper, demonstrated 
the enormous bravery and determination 
of our ancestors and their faith in the vic-
tory of Good – the whole story remains 
fascinating and inspirational to  this day.

We can find many of J. L. Raduit  de Souch-
es’s imprints in South Moravia and also 
in France.

BRNO

Špilberk

There is a bronze bust of the French com-
mander – “preparing to issue new com-
mands” – on Špilberk hill, in the corner ori-
ented towards St. James’s Church (i.e. the 
north-east bastion of Špilberk fortress), 
which has been there since 1902 (03). 
Raduit de Souches’s coat of arms can 
be found above the passage to the Great 
Courtyard of Špilberk Castle (first on the 
left).

The permanent exhibition “Brno at Špilberk” 
is dedicated to the topic of the Swedish 
siege of Brno and Raduit de Souches’s per-
son. More details at www.spilberk.cz.

Petrov

Another of Raduit de Souches’s coat of 
arms can also be found on Petrov hill, 
on Bishop’s House No. 8 (next to the 
cathedral). Also, one can be found here on 
the wall of building No. 6 – this is a baroque 

The defence of the city under the command 
of Jean Louis Raduit de Souches is still 
today considered as the most important 
event in the history of the city and in the 
middle of every August it is commemorat-
ed with the battle re-enactment and “The 
Day of Brno” festival (11), www.denbrna.cz.

J. L. Raduit de Souches’s imprints are still 
inspirational. The Raduit de Souches Soci-
ety is dedicated to the promotion of Jean 
Louis Raduit de Souches and his legacy, 
www.raduitdesouches.cz.

coat of arms from 1650 (04), commemorat-
ing that this building was in 1645 the seat 
of the military headquarters of Brno under 
Raduit de Souches’s command.

Náměstí Svobody
(Freedom Square)

The so-called House of Lords of Lipá (pre-
viously Schwanz’s Palace) still stands on 
Freedom Square. J. L. Raduit de Souches 
bought this beautiful house in 1649 for 6 
000 gold coins (from the reward he ob-
tained for the successful defence of Brno). 
His son Charles Louis also later used this 
house.

Kostel sv. Jakuba
(St. James’ Church)

J. L. Raduit de Souches is buried, according 
to his last will, in the Church of St. James 
the Greater.  His kneeling bronze statue on 
the marble pedestal is situated behind the 
central altar (05). The so-called “laudatio” 

– a marble plaque with a list of his heroic 
deeds written in Old German – is placed on 
the front side of the pedestal.

After the defence 
of Brno
Raduit de Souches had only just in 1645 
been promoted to the rank of general and 
appointed as the Commander-in-Chief of 
Moravia. Three years later he was promot-
ed to the rank of Field Marshal of Moravia 
and he supervised the withdrawal of Swed-
ish soldiers from Moravia, Bohemia and 
Lower Austria. As an expert in fortification 
systems he participated in the restoration 
of the royal town walls. After the death of 
his companion in the defence of Brno – Ja-
cob Ogilvy – he also fulfilled, until 1663, the 
function of Špilberk fortress commander 
and in the same year he gained the noble 
title of Count. He then took part in some 
military operations in the East: he forced 
the Turks back behind the Danube and he 

liberated and fortified various towns in 
Slovakia – for example Leopoldov. In 1665 
he was appointed secret court councillor 
and then commander of the city guard in 
Vienna. His last military campaign took him 
(in the rank of field marshal) to Belgium, 
where he fought against his native country 

– France. Nevertheless, his character traits 
showed up again and other officers made 
complaints about his behaviour after their 
return to the Court in Vienna. J. L. Raduit de 
Souches was ordered to stay at his manor 
and was deprived of his military functions. 
His attempt for rehabilitation was unsuc-
cessful. The old marshal – almost blind and 
suffering from mental illness – died on 12 

Moravské náměstí
(Moravian Square)

The bronze model of Brno (from 2010) 
shows the probable appearance of the city 
in 1645. This model is situated on Moravian 
Square, close to St. Thomas’s Church (06).

SOUTH MORAVIA

Jevišovice

J. L. Raduit de Souches’s representative 
seat was the chateau Jevišovice (07). Ra-
duit de Souches bought it in 1649 for 92 
000 gold coins and rebuilt it in a baroque 
style – including the chapel dedicated to 
his patron St. Louis.

In Jevišovice he also built a small hunt-
ing lodge (today this building is called 
New Chateau and is the seat of a retire-
ment home).

Distant relatives of Raduit de Souches also 
later used the former baroque granary in 
the historical centre of the town. 

Besides being the owner of these posses-
sions he became an “active entrepreneur”: 
in the years 1670–80 he built (on the Je-
višovka River) a blast furnace and three 
forging workshops producing forgeable 
iron for the needs of the army.  

Other Properties in South Moravia

Raduit de Souches gradually extended his 
possessions in South Moravia – he bought 
Hostim in 1665, Plaveč in 1679 and Bosk-
ovštejn in 1680. 

Hluboké Mašůvky

The village Hluboké Mašůvky was the 
spiritual centre of Raduit de Souches’s 
possessions. He made a famous place of 
pilgrimage here – he donated the valuable 
statuette of Our Lady de Foy to the local 
chapel. He brought this statuette from 
his last military campaign to Belgium in 
1674. Raduit de Souches rebuilt the original 
wooden chapel into a small church – today 
the Church of Visitation of Our Lady (08), 
which boasts the statuette to this day.

Raduit de Souches
descendants
His successor Charles Louis (son from his 
first marriage) followed in his father’s foot-
steps and also became a field marshal. 
But the only male offspring of this man 

– Charles Joseph – was not so lucky: from 
his six children only two daughters sur-
vived into adulthood. This signals the end 
of the male lineage of the de Souches 
dynasty, while the son from the second 
marriage died shortly after his birth.

In 1935 the female lineage of the dynas-
ty also ended with the death of the last 
female member of the Jevišovice family 
branch. The family line continued indirectly 
in the lineage of the noble families of Cho-
tek and Dentice di Frasso (who owned the 
Kravsko estate in the county of Znojmo un-
til 1948). Some distant relatives of Raduit 
de Souches live in southern Italy to this day.

August 1682 in his chateau Jevišovice (at 
the age of nearly 74).

Besides the church he also built a spa 
near to a healing spring (today house No. 
104), and an inn (No. 1). The inn still serves 
guests today.

Znojmo

J. L. Raduit de Souches was also the owner 
of a house in Znojmo (since 1663) – in 
the Upper Square at No. 9. It is the very 
house where in 1805 (after the Battle of 
Austerlitz) Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte 
spent the night.

AUSTRIA

Vienna

During his time in Vienna Raduit de Souch-
es stayed in his palace right in city centre, 
behind St. Stephen’s Cathedral, at Sing-
erstrasse 16 – today the building is called 
Breuner Palace (09). 

FRANCE

La Rochelle

There are several sites in Raduit de Souch-
es’s birthplace of La Rochelle related to his 
person. Near to the port, on Chef-de-ville 
Street, there are two house complexes 
once owned by the Raduit de Souches 
family (10).

The family came from the island “Ile de Ré”, 
where they owned land. The origin of the 
family name is derived from this beautiful 
island with the de Vauban fortress.
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